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Why Are So Many Research Applications Rejected? 

Applying for a PhD or MPhil is very different from applying for a taught 
master’s degree. This podcast explains why research applications are often 
rejected and how WorldStudentAdvisors can help applicants take a more 
targeted and informed approach. 

The Key Difference 

For a taught master’s application, the university normally assesses your 
academic qualifications, English language level, personal statement, 
references and other required documents. If you meet the entry 
requirements, you may receive an offer. 

A research degree application will often require these documents but may 
also require something crucial: a research proposal. 

A research proposal provides an overview of the research you intend to 
undertake. It identifies the subject area, the questions you want to 
investigate and how your proposed research relates to existing knowledge. 

Why Research Applications Are Rejected 

A strong academic background and a good research proposal are not 
enough on their own. A university will normally need to be satisfied about 
three important areas: 

1. Is the research proposal of the required academic standard? 
2. Is the university research active in the applicant’s proposed area? 
3. Are suitable academics interested and available to supervise the 

research? 

If any one of these elements is missing, the application may be 
unsuccessful. 

This means an excellent proposal can still be rejected if it is submitted to 
the wrong university or if an appropriate supervisory team is unavailable. 

A Common Mistake 

Some research applicants develop a proposal based on their master’s 
dissertation and then submit broadly to numerous universities without first 
investigating their research strengths or potential supervisors. 
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This can result in delays or rejection. 

A more effective approach is to identify universities where your proposed 
research fits established academic expertise and where suitable 
supervision may be available. 

How WorldStudentAdvisors Can Help 

WorldStudentAdvisors helps research applicants approach the process 
strategically. 

We can assess your research proposal and recommend improvements to 
its quality, structure and presentation. We will not write the proposal for 
you. The research and ideas must remain your own. 

We can also help identify universities with research expertise relevant to 
your proposed subject and help applicants identify potential supervisors 
before a formal application is submitted. 

The Key Message 

A successful PhD or MPhil application is not simply about having a good 
research idea. It is about achieving the right match between: 

Your research proposal + the university’s research expertise + an 
appropriate and available supervisory team. 

WorldStudentAdvisors helps applicants bring these three elements 
together, improving the quality and focus of the research application 
process. 
Disclaimer: This information is provided in good faith and was believed to be accurate at the time of publication. 
Fees, dates, entry requirements, visa regulations and other information may change. Students should check current 
requirements before making any financial or study commitments. 
 


