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Canadian master’s Degrees 

Choosing the right master’s degree in Canada can influence both academic 
development and career direction. There are several ways to approach programme 
choice, including building on an existing subject, broadening your knowledge or 
developing expertise in a more specialised area. Some programmes also include work 
placements or co-op opportunities. 

Why Study a master’s degree? 

A master’s degree can deepen specialist knowledge, support career development and 
provide access to some roles where postgraduate qualifications are required. Canadian 
universities offer a wide range of master’s degree options, so students should consider 
how a programme fits their academic background and future plans. 

Three Approaches to Choosing Your master’s 

Approach What it means Example 

Progression Continue studying within the same or a closely 
related subject area 

LLB to LLM, or Computing to a 
related Computing master’s 

Widening your knowledge Add expertise in a different area to broaden your 
skills 

Engineering followed by a 
master’s in Management 

Specialisation Develop deeper expertise for a particular field or 
career direction 

Computer Science followed by 
Cybersecurity 

The progression route builds directly on existing academic knowledge. Widening your 
knowledge can combine expertise across different disciplines. Specialisation can help 
direct postgraduate study towards a particular field or career ambition. 

Consider a Work Placement 

A master’s programme that includes a work placement or co-op component can 
provide practical experience alongside academic study. It may allow students to apply 
theory in a working environment, develop workplace skills and professional contacts 
and, where permitted, connect academic projects or dissertation research with 
practical workplace issues. 

For international students, programmes with a mandatory work placement or co-op 
component may have additional immigration requirements, including a co-op work 
permit. Students should check the requirements for their individual programme. 

Making the Right Choice 

The central question is not simply whether to study for a master’s degree, but which 
subject and programme best support your academic background and future direction. 
Consider whether you want to progress in your existing field, broaden your knowledge or 
specialise in a particular area. 

WorldStudentAdvisors can help students compare suitable Canadian master’s 
programmes and consider course content, entry requirements and placement options 
as part of the university application process. 
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The Key Message 

Choosing a Canadian master’s degree should be a considered academic and career 
decision. Think about whether you want to build on your existing degree, broaden your 
expertise or specialise in a particular field. 

Where appropriate, consider programmes with work placements or co-op opportunities 
that can add practical experience to your academic studies. Check the course 
structure, entry requirements and any immigration requirements associated with the 
placement before making your decision. 
Disclaimer: This information is provided in good faith and was believed to be accurate at the time of publication. Fees, 
dates, entry requirements, visa regulations and other information may change. Students should check current 
requirements before making any financial or study commitments. 


